FROM THE PULP

Excerpts from messages being
presented at area places of worship
this weakend,

Rabbi Mordechai Levin,
Beth El Synagogue

Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) is
a time 1o fior what must be mepaired in
our personal lives. st a5 we spend
time welghing the important factors of
berying & reew house or taking a new
joty, wie also must consider what is
important in our life, So on this day
of Rosh Hoshanah, let sk owrsohes
somea.questions.,

First: Have we lived our lives to the
Tullest or hine wie wasted our time?
Have we concentrated foo much on
what we lack
instend of what
wir have'? Hawe we
taken for granted
the blossings we
enjoy? Hawe wo
Been chained 1o
resentments and
hatreds, potty
thoughts and harsh
words? Rosh Ha-
shanah |8 our op-
poriunity to repair
ourseives and to
refing and iImprove our charactor,

Second: Have we been readily swail
able when loved ones and frends
nesded us? Have we hurt athers by
bedng unkind or unfair? Have we mis-
trealed people who work or study with
us? Have we humilialed others? Rosh
Hashanah is our epportunity o repdair
our rplationships with olbers,

Third: hewish prayer, the celebeation
of Shabbat (Sabbath) and Jewish holi-
dirys, the study of Judaism and acts of
Iving kindness are bridges botwoen
each indwidual and God. Have we
attempted 1o cross these bridgos?
Rash Hashanah is our opportunity to
respair our relationship with God, Rosh
Hashanah provides us with a new be-
ginning: the opportunity 1o reflect and
o repair ourselves to live a better life

The Rev. Ronald E.
Holling, St. Paul and
Bethany Lutheran
Churches, Omaha

[0 lots of peaple winning is everything.
Vincet Lombardi is quoted as saying
“Winning |5 not everything, it's tho
OMLY thing,"

W all husve that desire 1o be winners,
Lo be preat, 1o be the best there s, to
bt niumber one. That's what drives any
[RErmOn and evary team,

Even the disciples of our Lord Jesus
had i1, As they wene tavelng from

the northern part of Galilee going 1o
Capernaum they had a disoussion

= amoeng themselves
L | about who was the
Briiest,
Some of 1he great-
ast people who
ever lved were
amang the most
ambltious, Michet
| angelo, Abraham
| Lincaln, Michae
Jordan,
The disciples were,
ton, Thay wanted
lo be recognized, They wanted 1o
make a differenc. Thoy wanted to do
something of significance. And there is
nothing wrang with that as long as we
don’t mistroat others or doe something
unkind. People wha want those things,
many limes am the people who get
things done. However, Jesus' desine is
for them to be ambitious in the right
Wity
S0, He instructs His disciples, *If
amyone wants to be first, he must be
thes vesry East, and the sesvant of all.”
Boing number one, being tho groatest
isn jumpeng around flashing ane
finger, shouting “We're number one,
We're numbie onel’

Rather, according to lsus, being num-
bt onds, bating tho greatest is working
as servant of others, It is as Payl

says in Ephosians, “submitting to one
another out of reverence for Christ,”

And lesus domonstrated that kind of
senantheod as He came to take our
sins upon Himsalf. He becamé (hi
number one sinner for us 5o that He
could take all our sins and suffer for
them. AS a resull He died for us on
that cross but rose again, now truly
Making us nuUMBber o wien 1 comes
to receiving the forgiveness of sins
and the gift of etemal life,

Winning isn't evarything. But in Jesus
Chnst we are winners as we receive
the gifs which God wants us 1o have
in faith,

e
Holling

The Rev. Don Hammond,
First Central

Congregational Church,
Omaha

Mark %:30-37

Your Love? Nah, Jesus Wants Moro
Than That.

How often have you heard | found
Jesus and | love him™ or something
close to that? Jesus’ disciplos also
found Him and koved Him, and Jesus
thought them to be pathietic. Jesus
wants mose, and when His words were
nol penetrating the disclples” heatds,
He lifts up a child and says, "Here |s
whast you need 1o do i1 yow are going to
be mine. This little kid that you nearly
atepped on ond over and was nothing
mre than an obstacke in your way is
wihiat you and | ane about. Love and

tend to the "obstacle” people and then
you will be one of mine,”

Dr. Amold Peterson,
Calvary Baptist Church,
Glenwood, lowa

1 Thessalonlans
13

Carl and Horsa
Faith, Love and
Endurance

Yoars ago, people
often said “Don't
ot the carl before
the horse.,” If the
priority of life is

" wrang we will not
s pood rosults,
Under the guid-
ance of its mastern, a horse will pull

@ oirt to its dostination, However, if
the horse gets behind the cart, thare
is wiery little chance of a successiul
SULCOmE,

Ths sz &5 true of spiritual growth,
Ohur text prajses peopbe for their “wiork
of faith, kabor of lovie, and endurance
of hope." We think we must work, la-
bor and endure in order to have faith,
love and hopa. But the text really says
it 15 our faith, love and hope which
produce praiseworthy work, abor and
endurance. Dont put your work bafore
yaLer faith, your ahor befare your ke
Of Your endurance before your hope,

The Rev. Thomas
Schmitt, Zion Lutheran
Church

Mark 9:30-37
Wiy do we Lhink
we can lift up our-
sehes by tearing
 others down? This
Makes No Sease,
i bt we continue
doing It every day
— il wiark fnad
play. at home and
awdy, Selfishly, wi
demean others
when we hoast and
brag about oursehes,
Christ teaches us & better way, When
the disciples argued this way, He had
thern sit dewn and Hsten, “You want
to be groaat?” He asked them, “Then
serve others.” Still seated, He had
a child stand and said, “Whoever
reciivies one such child in my name
recaves me, and whoever recoives
me, eceives not me but him who sent
M.
Cheist is the only ane who could
It pthers by first ifting Himself, Of
course, that hemy lifting was done
on the cross, and you and | reap the
Banefits of that lifting, Built on Cheist's
service, freed and forgien, et us
servie as He served s,




