Beth El Synagogue

14506 California Street

Omaha, NE, 68154

Service Grant Program 2012
To enable our young people to go to Jewish camps or trips to Israel, Beth El has established the Service Grant Program. Any student may receive a grant to attend an approved program and "repay" the grant with service to Beth El during the following school year. Applicants for Israel programs need to provide service in both the years before and after the service grant award.
We hope to teach young people the importance of community service through the Service Grant Program while encouraging participation in Jewish summer experiences. When our young people take part in such programs, both the children and Beth El benefit from the experience. We also encourage your child's participation in these programs because a Jewish summer experience is the perfect complement to formal Jewish education.
Service Grant Eligibility
Any student whose family is a primary member of Beth El in good financial standing may apply.
To be considered for a service grant, the applicant must continue Jewish education as a full time student at Beth El Synagogue Talmud Torah, the Omaha Jewish Community Chai School, Friedel Jewish Academy or an approved alternative.
Other criteria required for award of a service grant are:
1. Service to the Synagogue.*
2. Passing grades in religious education.

3. Attendance at services at Beth El a minimum of ten times on Shabbat (evening or morning or Junior Congregation services) per year.

4. Active involvement in youth groups at Beth El Synagogue (grades 2 - 12).
5.  Students in grades 8 and higher have the additional requirement of delivering at least one Torah or Haftarah reading per year. 
Applications Due
Completed Service Grant and scholarship applications for summer programs must be turned in to the BESTT office no later than MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2012! Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.  Other program deadlines will be set and publicized by the Education Director.
Supplementary Aid (IMPORTANT)
In certain cases, even with all available resources and Service Grants, additional funds may be necessary for a child to participate in a Jewish summer experience. To qualify for supplemental aid at Beth El Synagogue, all families must first submit a scholarship application to the Center for Jewish Education.  Contact Mary Sue Grossman at 402-334-6445 for details.  Also, the enclosed Supplementary Aid Application must be completed along with the Service Grant Application.  Supplementary aid from Beth El Synagogue will only be considered after receiving notification of scholarship grants from the Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Federation of Omaha.  To apply, the parent must complete the enclosed Supplementary Aid Application together with the Service Grant application.  The Jewish Experience Grant does not equate or negate a request for supplemental aid from Federation and families should request a realistic sum from Federation.  Passport to Israel does not disqualify an applicant from Supplemental Aid.
*How do I fulfill the "Service to Synagogue" requirement?

· Assisting with Beth El's Junior Congregation program (applicable for grades 8-12)
Beth El's ideal choice for youth service is to help tutor with Junior Congregation.

However, since that might not be possible or appropriate for everyone, other activities which meet our eligibility requirements are:

· Assisting with High Holiday Youth Program (applicable for all grades - arrangements must be made with Margie Gutnik)
· Volunteer participation and/or assistance in synagogue or BESTT special events or as needed (applicable for all grades, arrangements must be made with Judy Rubin or Margie Gutnik).
· For students entering grades 7 and below, every $200 received in service grant funds, will require 1 hour of service back to Beth El Synagogue.
· For students entering grades 8 and above, every $100 received in service grant funds will require 1 hour of service back to Beth El Synagogue.

All projects to fulfill Service Grant requirements must be discussed with and approved by Judy Rubin before Talmud Torah classes begin in the fall following receipt of a service grant.

Approved Programs
Approval of programs and levels of funding are based on consistency with the philosophy of the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism and Beth El Synagogue. Approved programs must observe Kashrut, provide daily services, a daily program of Jewish education and Shabbat Observance. A higher allocation of funds will be given to those programs affiliated with the Conservative Movement.

The following programs have been approved by the Beth El Scholarship Committee for Service Grants and Supplementary Aid for the summer of 2012:
Camp Ramah, Ramah Israel Seminars, USY: USY on Wheels, USY Israel Pilgrimage, 
Herzl Camp, Camp Sabra
Families are encouraged to apply to the Center for Jewish Education for funding for other Jewish summer programs.

Additional Notes:

· Beth El provides a one time only Service Grant or Supplementary Aid for an Israel trip per student. 

· BESTT Merit Scholarship students (grades 9-12): volunteer work done for Beth El Service Grants may not be applied for credit for BESTT Merit Scholarship requirements.
· If a child is sent home from a program for inappropriate behavior or conduct, it becomes the responsibility of the family to reimburse 100% of funds granted.

For additional information on the Service Grant Program, please contact Judy Rubin, Beth El Synagogue Education Director.

Beth El Synagogue Service Grant Application 2012
Please return completed application to: 
Scholarship Committee, Beth El Synagogue

14506 California Street, Omaha, NE 68154

Please Print

Name of Applicant 











Name of Parent/Guardian 










Address 












City, State, Zip 











Phone 





 Applicant's Age 
     Grade in School 


Have you ever received a Beth El Synagogue Service Grant before?

[ ] No 

 [ ] Yes - When and for what? 





I understand that this grant is awarded to me so I may have a Jewish summer experience which will help me to be involved at Beth El and in the Omaha Jewish community. If I receive a grant, 
I promise that in the coming year I will:

· Continue my Jewish education at: 







· Be an active member of BlLU USY, Kadimah or BESTT Chaverim (circle one)
· Attend Beth El religious services as stated on page 1 of this application

· Provide service hours to Beth El Synagogue by March 15, 2013: 



(Contact Judy Rubin, Beth El Synagogue Education Director in advance for approval)

Applicant Signature 











Parent/Guardian Signature 










Program Information: Please make sure that the costs listed are consistent with those published by your program’s brochure or website.  If applicable, please include sibling discounts.  Please do not include travel expenses as the Service Grant is applicable only to a portion of the actual program’s cost.
Name of Program: 











Name & Address of sponsoring organization:
Dates of Program: 




   Fee Deadline: 




Total Cost: 






(Please complete pages 3, 4 and 5 of the application form)

(Please complete pages 3, 4 and 5 of the application form)

Please Complete the following:
In the past 12 months, how have you participated at Beth El Synagogue?  Please circle the answer that comes closest to your own level of participation.

1. Religious School Classes (BESTT, Friedel Jewish Academy or Chai School)
a. Attend regularly (maintain an 80% attendance rate)
b. Attend occasionally (maintain a 65-79% attendance rate)
c. Attend on a random basis (attending less than 65% of the time)
d. Not enrolled in BESTT, Friedel or Chai School classes

e. Enrolled at ____________________

2. Shabbat Services

a. Attend once/week

b. Attend twice/month

c. Attend once/month

d. Attend less than once/month

e. Other
(explain)___________________________________________________
3. Holiday Services (check all that apply)
a. Rosh Hashanah First Day_____

b. Rosh Hashanah Second Day_____

c. Kol Nidre_____

d. Yom Kippur_____

e. Sukkot_____

f. Simchat Torah_____

g. Purim_____

h. Passover_____

i. Shavuot_____

4. Volunteering
Please explain  how you have volunteered at Beth El Synagogue in the past year and what you did:
5. Youth Program (Circle the appropriate group or activity you belong to and indicate how many events you attended in the past year.)
a. BESTT Chaverim (grades 2-5)_____
b. Kadima (Grades 6, 7 and 8)_____
c. USY (Grades 10-12)_____
d. Shabbatonim_____
e. Conventions/Kinnus_____
6.
Special Events (list the events you have attended at Beth El Synagogue such as Cantor’s Concert, Purim Carnival, Shavuot Study Night, etc.)
(Please complete pages 3, 4 and 5 of the application form)
Complete this application by answering the following question below: 
"How do you plan to use what you learn in the program to benefit the synagogue, the community and yourself?

(To be filled out if additional funds beyond the Service Grant and those funds available from the Center for Jewish Education are required)

Beth El Synagogue
• Supplementary Aid Application • 
All Information Is Confidential
Please return completed application to: 
Scholarship Committee, Beth El Synagogue

14506 California Street, Omaha, NE
Supplementary Aid Awards are made only in cases of financial need after application is made to the Center for Jewish Education (CJE) for the maximum needed.  Once notification from the CJE is made, Supplementary Aid from Beth El Synagogue will be considered.
Criteria for acceptance:

The applicant's family must be a primary member of Beth El Synagogue.

The applicant's family must be in good financial standing with the Synagogue.

Applicant's name 











Parents' or Guardian's Name 









Address 












City 



 State  
 Zip 


  Phone 



A brief summary of our need for supplementary aid is:

Name of Program 







A. Total cost of Program:  





B. Amount requested from the Jewish Federation (Center for Jewish Education)

C. Family contribution towards cost: 






D. Applicant's savings or earnings: 






E. Other financial aid awarded: 





 
F. Total requested: 








(Add lines B, C and D; subtract from A)

*Please contact Larry DeBruin, Executive Director for information about other sources of financial aid.

I affirm all information provided is correct and that our family is in good financial standing in the Synagogue.

Parent/Guardian's Signature 









Date 







_____________________________
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2

